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well as violations of children’s rights. a = - - S

1. Comprehensive Child Consultation Desk iice 16 of the ordinance;

Consultants will be available to assist children, parents, and guardians with
their concerns and worries.

% Issues related to children’s rights
% Advice on pregnancy, childbirth, and parenting

Children's Consultation Desk
1st Floor, Citizen Exchange Center

1-1-2, Maebarunishi, Itoshima Shi,

P Fukuoka Ken, 819-1117, Japan

Four Ways to Access Consultation.

Consultation -, ,,ce the method that
method

7 Itoshima City Hall works best for you.
‘ @ By Phone: Call TEL: 092-332-2140

@ In Person: Visit the Comprehensive Child
Consultation Desk

© By Mail: Send a letter

O Online: Use a computer,
smartphone, or tablet

Waruta Pond Maruta Park

%Scan the code
on the right for more
details. »

Every person in the world is born with fundamental human rights.
“Children’s rights” refer to the basic human rights of children, which
need to be protected and guaranteed by adults. Adults must not only
recognize that all children are “beings to be protected”, but also recog-
nize that each child is a rights-holder, capable of exercising their rights
according to their own will, in order to grow up healthily and authen-
tically. It is the responsibility of adults to ensure the protection of chil-
dren’s rights.

In Itoshima City, the “Itoshima City Ordinance for Children’s Rights

Published by: Itoshima City Child Education Department was established to create a “child-friendly community” that guarantees Itosgiig:l?cscgrdicnha:l:cr: -

Child Rearing Support Division(092-332-2095) children’s rights. This ordinance reflects not only the perspectives of Visit the Itoshima City
adults but also the opinions of children, who are the primary subjects Uizl

of these rights. . -
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If consulting with the Comprehensive Child Consultation Desk €
does not resolve a case of children’s rights violations, you can
submit a petition to the Children’s Rights Relief Committee.
The Children’s Rights Relief Committee will investigate and
mediate by experts for the children who have filed a petltion &
L
and those involved, and take necessary actions to work I\,
toward resolving and recovering from the rights violation. ge
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Aiming Together with Citizens
“Child-Friendly City”

Ensuring children’s rights, helping

them understand their own rights,

and sharing the importance of ’
growing with their own will along-

side adults.

For Every Child

+ Valuing yourself and others.
+ Growing vibrantly.

AiChild:Friendly/City

All children are born with rights. Children’s rights are the
things necessary for them to be valued as individuals and
to grow and thrive. In 1989, the Convention on the Rights
of the Child, which defines the rights of all children
around the world, was adopted by the United Nations.
Japan ratified this convention in 1994,

Japan established the Basic Act on Children in 2022 to ensure the protection of children’s rights and to
strongly advance the realization of a "Child-Centered Society."

In Itoshima City, the Itoshima City Ordinance for Children’s Rights was enacted in September 2024 as a
foundation for considering the rights of all children in the city. The ordinance defines five key children’s
rights that the city particularly values.

The Right to Have The Right to The Right to Rest,
~ One’s Life Protected Be Free from Spend Free Time,
and to Grow as Oneself Discrimination and Grow Richly
[Article 4 of the Ordinance] [Article 5 of the Ordinance] [Article 6 of the Ordinance]
-Children can rest, have fun, engage

~ support, such as education, diverse against based on race, nationality,
experiences, and activities, to help appearance, gender, language, reli-
them grow. gion, opinions, disability, economic
-They are protected from bullying situation, academic ability, age,
and abuse and can live safely and birth, or social status.
securely.

in sports, or participate in cultural,

~ -Children receive various forms of -Children are not discriminated
artistic, and social activities.

The Right to Express

Opinions and Participate
[Article 7 of the Ordinance]
-Children’s opinions and feelings are heard and respected.
-They can participate in spaces where matters related to
them are being carried out.

The Right to Have Their Best

Interests Prioritized
[Article 8 of the Ordinance]
-When matters related to children are being carried out,
their best interests (what is most beneficial for them)
are prioritized, and adults provide explanations to the
children.

Adults’' Responsibility

Adults must guarantee the best interests of
children. To do this, adults have the respon-
sibility to understand children’s feelings,
think with them, provide experiences, and

to Protect Children’s
Rights

guide and teach them.

Adults in Businesses and

Organizations
[Article 12 of the Ordinance]

-They support guardians who are
raising children.

-They create workplaces that are
easier for guardians to work in.

Guardians (such as family members)
[Article 10 of the Ordinance]

-Guardians have the primary responsibili-
ty for raising children.
-They create an environment where chil- ,
dren are loved and nurtured. /@@
-They support children in growing with -

their own thoughts and ideas. w K
-They create environments where chil- \

dren can play, learn, and grow with
peace of mind.

;

Adults in Schools,

Daycares, and Kindergartens
[Article 13 of the Ordinance]

-They create safe spaces where children
can spend time and provide opportuni-
ties for children to learn to value others
as much as they value themselves.

-They create systems that allow chil-
dren’ s opinions to be heard regarding
school operations.

-They collaborate and cooperate with
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Adults in the Community

[Article 11 of the Ordinance]

relevant agencies to support children in
+They observe and support children throg-
hout the entire community.
-They increase the number of adults who
understand and cherish children’s rights
and cooperate in creating a community

need.
=
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where children can live comfortably. VN
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& -The city supports adults in fulfilling their roles.
The city will create the “Itoshima City Children’s Plan” to

©
promote child-centered policies.
h’ -The city will raise awareness and educate the public to
- & ‘

-
Itoshima City Y

[Article 9 of the Ordinance]

Y e

? i ensure widespread understanding of children’s rights.
5o, g
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Children;siRightslandJAdultsRespons

Protecting children’s rights does not mean uncondi-

tionally accepting everything children ask for. De- A .
pending on the child’s development and growth, < 2 - 9

adults mu.st consider wha't is in the C.hlldB best inter- / \ - | fj/ \ [ . e,

ests. If this means choosing something that contra- . '

dicts what the child desires, it is important to ex- !‘ yacil L " v "
plain the reasons behind this decision.

Moreover, it is crucial not to make unilateral decisions for children simply because they are children.
Instead, adults should listen to and respect children’s opinions and provide clear explanations.




